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Preface 



The pressures and challenges of modern life have made it 
necessary to integrate value education with school 
curriculum. In these troubled times when the society is 
witnessing an erosion of its cultural and ethical values, it 
is important that we instil the universal values of 
brotherhood, tolerance, peace and unity among growing 
children. The lives and teachings of the Sikh Gurus have 
for ages inspired mankind to live life with courage and 
conviction. 

The Essence ofSikhism is a well-graded series and gives 
an account of the lives and teachings of the Sikh Gurus 
in simple language. Useful exercises help the students to 
recapitulate the historical setting of events. Interesting 
activities give them an opportunity to explore the deeper 
truth enshrined in the teachings of the ten Masters. 

For over three decades, I have taught right from tiny tots 
to higher classes, where young boys and girls are at the 
threshold of adult life. This series is my humble offering 
before the eternal Guru, Guru Granth Sahib, from the 
experience of an entire life devoted to education. 



Tejinder Kaur Anand 
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Swaiya 



Grant me this boon 
Oh God, from thy greatness 
May I never refrain 
From righteous acts; 
May I fight without fear 
All foes in life's battle, 
With confident courage 
Claiming the victory! 
May my highest ambition be 
Singing thy praises 
And may thy glory be 
Grained in my mind; 
When this mortal life 
Reaches its limit, 

May I die fighting with limitless courage 

And I should counsel my mind 

To keenly desire to sing thy praises 

And when the moment of destiny arrives 

I should not hesitate to give my life while fighting. 

• Learn and recite the above verses. 
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1. GURU GOBIND SINGH (1666-1708) 

HIS CHILDHOOD 

Guru Gobind Singh Ji was born in Patna on December 
22 nd 1666 in the absence of his father. Guru Tegh Bahadur 
ji. who had left his family at Patna and gone on a mission- 
ary tour to Bengal and Assam. He was named Gobind Rai 
by his mother, Mata Gujri. Guru Tegh Bahadur ji heard 
about the birth of his son at Dacca, (now in Bangladesh). 
There was joy and celebration in Guru Sahib's camp. Soon 
after, Guru Tegh Bahadur ji returned to Patna and was 
extremely happy to see his child. Guru Sahib felt that his 
son was born into the world for 'a special mission. 

It has been recorded that a Muslim Pir, named Bhikan 
Shah, who lived in village Thaska, in the district Karnal (now 
in Haryana), felt that a great soul was born in the East of 
India. He looked towards the East and bowed deeply. It was 
a strange act to perform for a Muslim, who always bow to the 
West, in the direction of Mecca. The people questioned him 
for this strange behaviour. Pir Bhikan, whowasasayyed, told 
them that a great soul had been born in a city named Patna, 
in the East of India, who would fight against sin and evil. 

Pir Bhikan Shah decided to go to Patna to pay homage 
to the special baby. On his arrival at Patna. he went straight 
to the house where Mata Guj ri lived. Mata Gujri was informed 
of the fakir at her door who had come from the North to pay 
his respects to the holy baby. 

At first, Mata Gujri hesitated to show the baby, but the 
Pir insisted and told the servant that he had travelled a long 
distance to have a look at the wonderful soul. When Mata Gujri 
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brought two pots of sweets which he placed before the child. 
Then he sat quietly with folded hands looking at him. Gobind 
Rai covered the two pots with both his little hands, and then 
smiled and looked at the Pir. The Pir bowed again and touched 
the feet of Gobind Rai. When the Pir's disciples showed their 
inability to understand the significance of this incident, Pir 
Bhikan Shah explained that he had bought one pot of sweets 
from a Muslim shop, and the other from a Hindu shop. The 
child covered both the pots, signifying that both Muslims and 
Hindus would be equally dear to him. Pir Bhikan Shah left for 
his village in Punjab and remained Guru Sahib's admirer 
throughout his life. 

Gobind Rai grew up into a charming and a lively child, 

and possessed a pleasing personality. He won the hearts of 
rich and poor, old and young, learned and illiterate, Hindus 

and Muslims. During his childhood in Patna, he showed 

leadership qualities. He would divide his numerous friends 

into two teams and become the leader of one group, and name 

a captain for the other group. Both the groups would then 

attack eacb other, and there would be a great show of 

strength, bravery and courage, during such imaginary battles. 
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At the age of about six years.Gobind Rai joined his 
father at Anandpur Sahib, where he got special training in 
the martial arts. After the martyrdom of Guru Tegh Bahadur 
ji.he assumed the duties as the tenth Guru of the Sikhs at the 
tender age of nine years. When the news of his father's 
execution reached him, Gobind Rai said, "Say not, he is dead, 
listen to what the angels sing: the victor cometh home, in our 
love for the beloved, in our freedom forever." 

How Much Do You Remember? 

I. Answer the following questions : 

1 . Where was Guru Tegh Bahadur ji, when his son was 
bom ? 

2. Who was Pir Bhikan Shah, and where did he live ? 

3. Why did the Pir bow to the East ? 

4. Why did Pir Bhikan Shah decide to visit Patna ? 

5. Why did Mata Gujri refuse to show the baby to the Pir 

at first? 

6. What explanation did Pir Bhikan Shah give to his 
disciples, when the baby put both his hands on both 
the pots of sweets? 

II. Fill in the blanks: 

1 . Gobind Rai was born in on . 

2. Guru Tegh Bahadurji heard about the birth of his son 
at . 

3. Pir Bhikan Shah predicted on the birth of Gobind Rai 
that he would fight against and . 

4. At the age of years Gobind Rai joined his 

father at . 

5. He assumed the duties of the tenth Guru at the tender 
, age of years. 

III. Something to do 

Refer to books in your school library to find out about 
i he events leading to the martyrdom of Guru Tegh 
Bahadur ji. Have a class-discussion on your observations. 
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2. HIS YOUTH 

• 

Guru Gobind Rai ji knew that he would have to fight against 
the fanatical religious pursuits of Emperor Aurangzeb. Inspite 
of the supreme sacrifice of his father, Guru Tegh Bahadur 
Sahib, to save the Hindu religion, there had been hardly any 
respite for the non- Muslims. But Guru Gobind Raiji did not 
want to precipitate matters, and lived peacefully, carrying on 
his duties as the spiritual guide of the Sikhs. 

During this period, he visited the state of Nahan. He 
enjoyed the cool climate and joined Raja Medni Prakash for 
'shikar* in thejungles around Nahan. The Raja requested him 
to help him to construct a fort. Guru Sahib laid down the 
foundation stone of the fort, and named it 'Paunta.' He helped 
the Raja of Nahan to complete the building of the fort in 
record time. He stayed for a long time, enjoying the peaceful 
surroundings of the place. During his stay at Nahan, he wrote 
a lot of poetry. He spent a happy time at Paunta, and also 
started enlisting a lot of Hindus and Muslims for his army. 

During Guru Gobind Rai ji's stay at Paunta Sahib, a 
sayyed fakir named Budhu Shah came from Sadhaura. a 
place twenty five kilometers from Paunta, to visit him. He was 
very impressed by the personality of Guru Sahib and his 
views on religion. He became his devoted follower. Pir Budhu 
Shah felt, that a sort of peace had dawned upon him after his 
long talks with Guru Gobind Raiji. 

, Soon after Pir Budhu Shah's return to Sadhaura, five 
•hundred Pathans, who had been disbanded from Emperor 
Aurangzeb's army, approached him for service. He sent them 
to Guru Sahib, who was delighted to enlist them in his army. 
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The Pathan soldiers were placed under the command of 
Hayat Khan, Kale Khan, Nijabat Khan, Umre Khan and 
Bhikham Khan. 

The hill chiefs around Nan an and Anandpur Sahib 
were worried at the growing popularity of Guru Gobind Rai 
ji. Underthe leadership of Raja Bhim Chand of Bilaspur, they 
decided to attack Guru Sahib. When the Pathan officers 
heard that the hill chiefs were about to attack Guru Sahib, 
they went over to his enemies, along with the soldiers under 
them, except Kale Khan. Guru Gobind Rai ji informed Pir 
Budhu Shah about their desertion. Pir Budhu Shah felt very 
bad about it, and decided to join Guru Sahib along with his 
brothers, four sons and seven hundred disciples. 

A bloody battle was fought at Bhangani, near Paunta. 
Guru Sahib's enemies were killed in large numbers. It is 
recorded, that during the battle, all the Udasi Sikhs, belonging 
to the sect of Sri Chand (son of Guru NanakDevji), left Guru 
Sahib's camp, when asked to participate in the battle. Their 
head priest. Mahant Kirpal. apologised to Guru Sahib for 
their desertion, and offered his services. Guru Sahib tried to 
dissuade him, but Mahant Kirpal insisted on being sent to 
the battle ground. Dressed in a loin cloth, with a club in his 
hand, he entered the battlefield. The soldiers laughed at his 
appearance, but Mahant Kirpal challenged Hayat Khan, one 
of the Pathan deserters, and smashed his sword with his 
club, and then struck a fatal blow to him. 

Inspired by the heroic deed of Mahant Kirpal, the 
sadhu warrior, a 'halwai' (sweet seller) named Lai Chand, 
went to Guru Sahib and requested to be allowed to join the 
army. Lai Chand was convinced that with Guru Sahib's 
blessing, he could perform any feat of bravery. Lai Chand 
charged into the battlefield fearlessly. He went for Bhikharri 
Khan, another Pathan deserter, and while thinking of Guru 
Sahib, struck him with the sword given by Guru Sahib, and 
killed him on the spot. 
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Pir Budhu Shah and his disciples fought bravely in 
the battle of Bhangani. Two of Pir Budhu Shah's sons, and 
many of his disciples were killed in the battlefield. After the 
battle was over, Pir Budhu Shah went to bid farewell to Guru 
Sahib along with his two sons, his brothers and his disciples. 
Guru Gobind Rai ji blessed him and told him not to grieve for 
his two sons, as they had become immortal and were with 
God. Guru Sahib rewarded Pir Budhu Shah with expensive 
gifts and thanked him for the help rendered to him in his hour 
of need. At the time of their meeting, Guru Sahib was 
combing his hair and a servant stood by with his turban. The 
sayyed asked Guru Sahib for his comb with his loose hair in 
it. Guru Sahib placed his comb with his loose hair, on his 
turban, and presented it to Pir Budhu Shah. He also gave him 
a 'kirpan' and a robe of honour, along with some money to be 
distributed among his disciples. 
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Pir Budhu Shah returned home. His wife began to 
mourn for her two sons who had died in the battle, but her 
husband asked her not to grieve, as he was proud of the fact 
that they had died while serving his Guru and had reached 
heaven. 

Long afterwards, Aurangzeb had Pir Budhu Shah and 
his wife killed by his agents, for helping Guru Gobind Rai ji, 
and for being his devoted followers. 

How Much Do You Remember? 

I. Answer the following questions : 

1 . How was Guru Gobind Rai ji*s stay at Paunta Sahib? 

2. Describe the visit of Pir Budhu Shah to Paunta 
Sahib? 

3. Why did the five hundred Pathans join Guru Sahib's 
army ? 

4. Why did the hill chiefs attack Guru Gobind Rai ji ? 

5. Who joined Guru Sahib after the Pathans deserted 
him? 

6. Describe the battle of Bhangani in your own words. 

7. What happened when Pir Budhu Shah bid farewell to 
Guru Sahib after the battle ? 

8. What did Pir Budhu Shah ask Guru Sahib to give to 
him ? 

II. Something to do 

The teacher should show the students, Paunta Sahib. 
Nahan, Anandpur Sahib and the surrounding hills on 
the map of Northern India. 
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3. THE BIRTH OF KHALSA 

Guru Nanak Dev ji, and the Gurus who followed him. 
preached equality of all human beings. The high and the low 
sat together and had 'langar* from the Guru's kitchen. Inspite 
of the teachings of the Gurus, the Hindu society in general 
remained divided in different castes. 

Guru Gobind Ral ji decided to create a casteless 
society, in which all would have access to education, could 
read scriptures and take part in religious rites. Religion 
would not be the privilege of the higher castes only. Every one 
could bear arms, participate inbattles, or rule the state which 
was considered to be the right of Kshatriyas alone. No one 
would be condemned to either trade or lower kind of jobs 
such as barber, sweeper, farm worker, water carrier, etc. 
Guru Gobind Ral ji believed in the dignity of labour and 
freedom of human beings to follow any vocation they liked. 
He believed in equality of women with men. and their 
participation in social and religious functionsand ceremonies. 
Thus Guru Gobind Rai ji's aim was to make all the people 
belonging to the low or high castes or outcastes, equal in all 
respects. It was a revolutionary step on his part. He was a 
man of courage and vision, though too ahead of the times he 
belonged to. 

He announced that all the Sikhs should collect at 
Anandpur Sahib one day before 'Bateakhi'. Elaborate 

j arrangements were made to receive the 'sangat' (gathering). 
A special tent was pitched on a raised platform. Sikhs started 

1 pouring in from different parts of the country, and there was- 
a large gathering. 
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After the morning prayer. Guru Sahib went, into the 
tent and remained inside for quite sometime. When he' 
came out, he had a sword in his hand, and announced in 
a voice full of fervour and command, that his sword was 
thirsty for the blood of five Sikhs. The large gathering of 
Sikhs was surprised and hocked at the request of the 
Guru. But. one by one. the Sikhs stood up putting full 
faith in their Guru. The names of the five Sikhs were Bhai 
Daya Ram (a Khatri) from Lahore, Bhai Dharm Dass (a 
Jat) from Delhi, Bhai Himmat Rai (a water carrier) from 
Jagannath, Bhai Mokham Chand (a washerman) from 
Dwarka and Bhai Sahib Chand (a barber) from Bider. 

Every one thought that they would be sacrificed by, 
the Guru. But after a long time. Guru Sahib came out of 
the tent followed by the five Sikhs, who were dressed just 
like him in bright saffron coloured clothes. The Guru made 
them sit, and bowed before them, and said that they were 
his five 4 Pyaras' (beloved ones). He announced to the gath- 
ering that they were in his form, and he in theirs. 

Next day, on April 13th, 1699 Guru Gobind Rai ji 
held a large gathering at the place where stands Gurdwara 
Kesgarh Sahib today. He declared to the people that April 
13th, 1699 would be rnentioneel ifl the history of the coun- 
try, and WQuld he a turning pew* tti the history of the 
Sikhs. He pointed out that the nee<3 ftf the hour wa§ \\\c\\ 
his followers should be fearless, brave, courageous anc} 
always prepared to die for the defence of their faith and 
their honour, and resist the cruel foreigners whQ w&ntefl 
to convert everyone by force to their religion, $§$§£& 

Guru Gobind Rai ji said that his casteless social 
order would be known as the 'Khalsa,' or the pure ones. 
Then, he took a vessel of water, stirred it with his 'Khanda' 
the two edged sword, and read some verses. He told the 
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'gathering that he had prepared 'Amrit' (nectar), and 
•whoever would drink it, would become like a lion or 'Singh', 
and acquire the qualities of a warrior. Saying this, he put 
some 'Amrit' aside for the birds to drink. Two birds came 
and filled their beaks with the nectar, and immediately 
started fighting fiercely. They fought like two fearless 
enemies in a battle. Seeing this, Guru ji's wife. Mata Sahib 
Kaur ji, came forward with 'patashas' (Indian sweet), and 
asked Guru Sahib to add them into the 'Amrit' to sweeten 
the effect. Guru Sahib agreed to do so, as he thought that 
some sweetness was needed to mellow the creature he was 
about to create. First he made the five beloved ones drink 
from the same vessel. Four of them belonged to low castes. 

Guru Sahib then sprinkled the water on their hair 
and eyes and wished to drink the 'Amrit' from the same 
vessel. This request shocked them and they expressed their 
inability to do so. He told them that, "the Khalsa is the 
Guru and Guru the Khalsa". They then baptized him with 
'Amrit*. and he became Guru Gobind Singh from Gobind Rai. 

Guru Gobind Singh ji pointed out to the gathering, 
that those who took 'Amrit', would add 'Singh' after their 
names. He gave the Sikhs five symbols; 'Kesh' — uncut 
hair, 'Kangha' — a comb, 'Kirpan' — a sword, 'Kara' — iron 
bracelet and 'Kachcha' — short drawers. He told his 
disciples that the five K's would give them a distinct 
personality, an individuality of their own. 

Thousands of Sikhs took 'Amrit' that day. and the 
ceremony continued for many days after that. Thus was 
born the 'Khalsa', a brotherhood of the pure ones, who 
belonged to one God, one caste, friends of all men and 
enemies of evil and tyranny. 

The Khalsa panth became very popular, specially 
with those belonging to lower castes and outcastes, 
as they saw the hope of equality and dignity in the new 
social order. 
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How Much Do You Remember? 

I. I Answer the following questions : 

1 . What kind of society did Guru Sahib want to create? 

2. What was the announcement made by Guru Sahib ? 

3. Describe the scene which took place at Anandpur 
Sahib one day before Baisakhi in 1699. 

4. April 13th, 1699, is a day to be remembered in the 
history oi Sikhs, why ? 

5. Guru Gobind Singh ji baptized the five beloveds by 
making them take 'Ami-it' . What did he ask them to do 
after that ? 

6. What were the five K's prescribed by Guru Sahib for 
the Sikhs ? 

II. Something to do 

Have a debate in the class, discussing the new and the 
old social order. 
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4. REACTION TO THE BIRTH 
OF KHALSA 



"For this purpose was I bom, 
Realize it and bear it in mind. 
To spread righteousness, to protect the good. 
And to destroy all evil doers." 

- Guru Gobind Singh Ji 

The new social order, in the form of Khalsa Panth, upset the 
people belonging to the high castes. Their supremacy of 
centuries was being challenged by Guru Gobind Singh Ji. 
There was no doubt that due to the teachings of the previous 
Gurus, the high caste people had started mingling with 
persons of lower castes to some extent, in social and religious 
gatherings, or sat together for langar' from the Guru's 
kitchen. But to take 'Amrit' (nectar) from the same vessel, and 
calling the five beloved ones, (out of which four belonged to 
lower castes), as his 'Guru*, and himself as their 'chela' 
(disciple) was too much for the Brahmins or Kshatnyas to 
swallow. Sharing food or water from the same utensil with the 
low castes or outcastes was something unthinkable in those 
times. The Kshatriyas felt threatened too, as according to 
Guru Gobind Singh ji, anyone could carry arms, become a 
soldier, ruler or king. Their complete political domination 
was at stake. 

Guru Gobind Singhji did not believe in the domlnat 
of men over women. He wanted to put an end to the Vedic 
custom of women not being allowed to take part in the 
religious ceremonies or read religious scriptures. Guru Sahib 
did not want women to be considered inferior to men in any 
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manner, and allowed them to read scriptures and equally 
participate in all religious ceremonies along with men. 

A group of Brahmins got together and went to the 
Hindu Rajput Rajas of the hill states around Anandpur 
Sahib. The chiefs were already smarting under the humiliation 
of the defeat at Bhangani. They were also afraid of Guru 
Sahib's growing army. They had taken note of the ever 
preparedness of his soldiers, to fight at the shortest notice. 
The Brahmin delegation succeeded in arousing fear and 
anger in the twenty odd hill chiefs. They urged them to take 
up arms for the sake of 'dharma', which was in danger after 
the declaration of 'KhalsaPanth* of Guru Gobind Singhji. The 
Brahmins told them that their kingdoms and religion were in 
danger. They told the Rajas, that it was their moral duty as 
Kshatriyas to take up arms against the Guru. 

The hill chiefs were alreadyjealous and afraid of Guru 
Gobind Singhji and told the Brahmins that, they would soon 
decide about the course of action to be taken on the Guru. 
The Brahmins felt highly pleased with the success of their 
mission and returned home happily. 

The reports of what was happening at Anandpur 
Sahib were regularly being received by the hill chiefs. They 
were not happy to learn, that the following of Guru Gobind 
Singhji was increasing day by day. The people belonging to 
low castes or outcastes, saw a ray of hope of liberation from 
the centuries old domination of the higher castes, and were 
taking the *Amrit\ and breaking the shackles of age old 
traditions of Hinduism. All this was highly disturbing news 
for the Hindu Rajas of the hill kingdoms. They all got together 
at Bilaspur, the kingdom of Raja Ajmer Chand, to discuss the 
steps to be taken against the Guru. 

Bilaspur was selected for the meeting, because 
Anandpur Sahib was situated in the territory of Raja Ajmer 
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Chand. Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib had bought the land from 
the Raja of Bilaspur, and built the city, fort and the Gurdwara 
at Anandpur Sahib. 

The hill chiefs considered the situation, created by 
the revolutionary actt)f Guru Gobind Singh ji, of making a 
one caste society in the form of Khalsa Panth'. They felt that 
they should not take any hasty steps against Guru Sahib, 
and should meet him personally, and request him to desist 
from following the path he had chosen. And if he refused to 
do so. to get together again, to plan further action. 

Underthe leadership of Raja Ajmer Chand of Bilaspur. 
a delegation of hill chiefs went to see Guru Sahib at Anandpur 
Sahib. They were received respectfully and given seats of 
honour in his 'durbar'. Guru Gobind Singh ji tried his best 
to convince them that their fears and apprehensions were 
baseless. 
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Guru Sahib told them that he neither had any designs 
to destroy their religion, nor to usurp their kingdoms. His aim 
was to end the rule of the cruel Mughal tyrants who were 
forcing } I 'dus to accept Islam on pain of death. He reminded 
the hill Chiefs that the Mughals had destroyed the Hindu 
temples and built mosques on their sites, and dishonoured 
the idols of their Gods. Guru Sahib tried his best to awaken 
their self respect, by reminding them of the well known 
bravery of their 'ancestors' (Rajputs). He invited them to take 
'Amrit' and join the ranks of 'Khalsa'. and fight the brute force 
of the Mughals. 

But the hill chiefs lowered their heads, and pleaded 
that the Mughals and the Pathans were too powerful and 
mighty to defy or defeat. In their view, his saint soldiers 
consisting of persons of low castes and outcastes would not 
be able to fight the mighty Turks. They advised Guru Gobind 
Singh ji in turn, to give up his plans to fight the Mughals. and 
to endure what could not be cured. 

On hearing such pleas, Guru Sahib felt that they had 
lost the spirit of bravery of their ancestors, and wef e prepared 
to accept humiliation and defeat from the powerful foreigners. 
Cowardice had eaten into their bones, and no amount of 
effort to shake it off. was going to help them. 

The hill chiefs went away after their unsuccessful 
mission to change the course of action of Gum Gobind Singh 
ji. But in their hearts they vowed to work against the Guru, 
and to make him leave Anandpur Sahib, even if they had to 
seek the help of Emperor Aurangzeb. 

How Much Do You Remember? 

I. Answer the following questions : 

1 . Why were the people belonging to high castes upset 
after the creation of Khalsa Panth ? 
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2^ What were the views of Guru Sahib regarding the 
status of women in society ? 

3. Whom did a group of Brahmins approach ? 

4. What was the reaction of the hill chiefs after meeting 
the delegation of Brahmins ? 

5. Why were the hill chiefs unhappy about the activities 
of Guru Sahib ? 

6. What did the hill chiefs decide to do ? 

7. What did Guru Sahib tell the hill chiefs when they 
visited him at Anandpur Sahib ? 

8. What was the outcome of the visit of the hill chiefs to 
Anandpur Sahib ? 

II. Fill in the blanks : 

1. The supremacy of was being 

challenged by Guru Gobind Singh ji. 

2. The Brahmin delegation succeeded in arousing 

and in the twenty odd hill 

chiefs. 

3. People of low castes or outcastes saw a of 

of liberation. 

4. Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib had bought the land from 
the Raja of for the city of Anandpur Sahib. 

5. Guru Gobind Singh ji told the hill chiefs that he had 
no designs to destroy their or to usurp their 
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5. THE SURPRISE ATTACK 

The hill chiefs, after returning from'Anandpur Sahib, made 
up their minds to somehow, either kill or expel Guru Gobind 
Singh ji from there. They deputed some spies to watch his 
movements closely. One day they were informed that Guru 
Sahib had gone for 'shikar' with a few Sikh soldiers. The hill 
chiefs thought that it was the right moment to attack him, for 
he had only a few men with him, and their army could quickly 
put an end to his life and that of the few Sikhs with him. 

Two hill chiefs. Balia Chand and Alim Chand hastily 
collected their armies. They approached the Guru Sahib's 
party as quietly as they could. Guru Gobind Singh ji and his 
companions were scattered over the hillocks in pursuit of the 
game. The army of the hill chiefs made a surprise attack on 
a group of Sikhs. The Sikhs fought bravely and killed quiet 
a few men of the army, But as it was an unequal fight, they 
were forced to retreat. 

Guru Sahib was at some distance, and did not hear 
the noise of the battle due to the intervening hills. He did not 
know what was happening, till a Sikh went to him and 
informed him that they had been attacked by the army of the 
hill chiefs. Guru Gobind Singh ji raised a war cry, 'Bole So 
Nihal, Sat Sri Akal', and rushed to the place of the 
encounter. His soldiers heard the war cry, and rallied 
around him. They all fell upon the army of the hill chiefs 
and showed such feats of courage and bravery, that some 
of the hill men panicked and ran away. 

When Balia Chand saw his soldiers being killed by the 
Sikh soldiers, he rushed forward to their aid. Udhe Singh, 
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one of the bravest soldiers of Guru Gobind Singh ji, rushed 
to attack Balia Chand and killed him. Alim Chand was left in 
command of his army. For some time he fought bravely, and 
tried to rally his soldiers but when he could not fight the brave 
Sikh soldiers, he left the battlefield. When the hill soldiers 
saw that one of their leaders had died while the other had fled, 
they turned their backs and ran away. 

Guru Gobind Singhj i was able to defeat the army of the 
hill chiefs, against heavy odds, because of his leadership, and 
the bravery and courage of his soldiers who thought it a matter 
of honour and pride to die in the battlefield while serving their 
Guru. It was all due to the super personality of Guru Gobind 
Singh ji, that he was able to inspire in his soldiers, confidence 
and complete loyalty to his cause. 

The news of the battle had spread all over, and 
everyone came to know how Guru Sahib, with a handfull of 
Sikh soldiers, was able to defeat the army of the hill chiefs. 
This resulted in striking fear in their hearts. The hill chiefs 
now decided to lie low for a while, till their future plan to get 
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help from Emperor Aurangzeb materialized. They did not 
want to engage in any further skirmishes with Guru Sahib, 
and face humiliation. 

But Raja Ajmer Chand of Bilaspur was very anxious 
to get rid of Guru Sahib from his territory. He did not like the 
idea of the growing popularity of Guru Gobind Singh ji, and 
his activities concerning the casteless society. It was during 
this period that Raja Ajmer Chand heard about the two 
Generals of Aurangzeb, who were on their way to Delhi from 
Lahore. Each General had five thousand men under his 
command. Raja Ajmer Chand approached the two Generals, 
namely Saiyed Beg and Arif Khan, and asked them tojoin him 
in delivering a crushing defeat to Guru Gobind Singh ji, on 
the promise of paying Rupees one thousand each, per day, to 
both of them. 

Saiyed Beg was a man of principles, and wanted to 
know about the person against whom he was being hired to 
fight. He made certain enquiries regarding Guru Gobind 
Singh ji. Whatever reports he received regarding Guru Sahib, 
impressed him so much, that he decided to withdraw his 
support from the Muslim army. 

Thus, only Arif Khan was left alone to command the 
Muslim army. A furious battle took place near Chamkaur. In 
sheer numbers, the Mughal army was much larger. Guru 
Gobind Singh ji fought along with his devoted soldiers 
against heavy odds. Many Mughal soldiers were killed. In the 
meantime the news had reached Anandpur Sahib, and many 
of Guru Sahib's soldiers hurried tojoin him. Saiyed Beg was 
fascinated by the brave performance of Guru Sahib and his 
loyal soldiers. He felt that it was not enough not to fight for 
the Mughals. He went to Guru Sahib and knelt before him, 
and requested to be allowed to help him, in the unequal fight 
he was involved in, without any provocation on his part. 
Guru Sahib welcomed his help at the criticaljuncture of the 
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battle. In the meantime, the re-inforcement had arrived from 
Anandpur Sahib too. 

Arif Khan was shaken considerably, when he saw 
Saiyed Beg joining Guru Sahib's army. A furious battle was 
fought. The Mughal army suffered heavy losses. Arif Khan got 
wounded, and ordered his soldiers to retreat. After the battle 
was over, Saiyed Beg went to Guru Sahib to pay his respects, 
and told him, that he would be leaving the service of Aurangzeb. 
and would like to join him. He served Guru Sahib with loyalty 
and devotion till the end. Guru Gobind Singhji commanded 
respect from one and all. He made no discrimination between 
man and man. He had written. " The same are the temples and 
the mosques. The same are the pooja and namaz. All men are 
same all over. Though each a different appearance has. 
- 'Manas ki zat sabhai ekai pachanbo.' The whole mankind 
should be recognized as one." 

How Much Do You Remember? 

Answer the following questions : 

1. Why was Guru Gobind Singhji attacked, while he 
was hunting, by the two hill chiefs Balia Chand and 
Alim Chand ? 

2. Describe the battle which followed the surprise attack 
on Guru Sahib ? 

3. What was the effect on the hill chiefs, after the defeat 
of the armies of Balia Chand and Alim Chand by Guru 
Sahib and his handful of Sikhs ? 

4. What made Raja Ajmer Chand approach the two 
Mughal Generals, to help him defeat Guru Sahib ? 

5. Why did General Saiyed Beg refuse to fight against 
Guru Sahib ? 

6. How was the Mughal army defeated ? 
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6. CONFRONTATION WITH THE 
MUGHAL EMPEROR 

The hill chiefs had become mortal enemies of Guru Gobind 
Singh ji. The failure of their repeated attempts to expel or 
defeat the Guru, left them with no other alternative, except 
to seek help from Emperor Aurangzeb. They sent a 
representation to the Mughal King, complaining about the 
casteless social order started by the Guru. They said that 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji was converting Muslims and Hindus 
to his new faith, namely 'Khalsa Panth', and people in large 
numbers were joining him after partaking * Ami-it' (nectar). 
They continued, that the Guru had asked all of them to join 
him in fighting the Mughal Emperor and in destroying the 
Mughal empire, to avenge the killing of his father. In return, 
the Guru had offered them kingdoms on the earth and 
salvation in the next world. They ended the representation by 
saying, that they had refused his offer and advice, and 
requested the Emperor to protect them, as they were unable 
to protect themselves, as the Guru had become too powerful. 

It was natural for Aurangzeb to be furious on reading 
the representation, and he immediately despatched a huge 
Mughal army under Saiyed Khan, to conquer and capture the 
Guru. 

Saiyed Khan knew a lot about Guru Gobind Singh ji. 
from his sister, who was married to Budhu Shah of Sadhaura. 
Budhu Shah and his wife were devoted followers of Guru 
Gobind Singh ji, since the battle of Bhangani. Budhu Shah 
had fought for Guru Sahib along with his sons, brothers and 
disciples in the battle of Bhangani. And inspite of the fact that 
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two of his sons had been killed In the battle, he remained a 
faithful disciple of Guru Sahib. Budhu Shah had described 
the saintly personality of Guru Gobind Singh Ji to his 
brother-in-law Salyed Khan. 

Guru Gobind Singh ji was informed by one of his 
Sikhs, that the Mughal army had reached Thanesar, and was 
proceeding towards Anandpur Sahib. Most of Guru Sahib' s 
soldiers had gone on leave to their homes. Guru Sahib 
gathered his forces, but they were much less in numbers as 
compared to the Mughal army. Guru Sahib and his fearless 
Sikh soldiers fought valiantly, inspite of the overwhelming 
odds against them. Maimun Khan and Saiyed Beg were 
placed in the forefront columns of the Guru Sahib's army. 
They were well aware of the fact, that they were fighting for 
good against the evil. It was not a battle of Muslims against 
non-Muslims, but a war of right against wrong. Maimun 
Khan and Saiyed Beg fought like tigers, and showed 
tremendous courage and fearlessness. During the battle. 
Saiyed Khan was engaged in a single handed fight with a hill 
chief. Both were thirsty for each other's blood. Ultimately 
Saiyed Beg was able to deliver a mortal blow to the hill chief. 
One of the Mughal Generals observed the killing of the hill 
chief and rushed towards Saiyed Beg. Again a fierce fight 
started between them. At last Saiyed Beg was mortally 
wounded, and died in the battlefield with the Guru's name on 
his lips. The battle raged on, leading to heavy losses on both 
the sides. 

On the other hand, Saiyed Khan was really surprised 
to see Maimun Khan and Saiyed Beg leading the Sikh forces. 
He already had a soft comer for Guru Sahib. When he saw his 
own brethren opposing him, he could not concentrate, and 
had a strong urge to pay his respects to the Guru, but could 
not do so, as he was the General of the Imperial forces, and 
had been sent to conquer the enemy. But at the same time he 
had seen Saiyed Beg laying his life for the Guru. Guru Sahib 
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knew what was passing on in the mind of Saiyed Khan. He 
approached him and asked him to fire at him. But Saiyed 
Khan missed his target. Guru Sahib smiled and asked him 
to try once more. Saiyed Khan aimed, but could not pull thej 
trigger. Guru Sahib told him, "to conquer in battle is ever held 
honourable." and asked him to fire at him once more. But 
Saiyed Khan got down from his horse, and said that instead 
of conquering, he had been conquered. Saiyed Khan kneeled 
and touched Guru Sahib's feet in the stirrups. Saiyed Khan 
told Guru Sahib that he could never fight against him. Guru 
Gobind Singh ji asked him to rise and blessed him with the 
true name of God, Saiyed Khan did not join Guru Sahib. He 
did not want to fight at all. and retired to a cave in Kangra, to 
spend the rest of his life praying and meditating on the name 
of God. 

After Saiyed Khan's retirement.Ramzan Khan was 
asked to take command of the Mughal army. Under the 
leadership of Ramzan Khan, the Mughal army fought bravely. 
Guru Sahib felt that he was greatly outnumbered, so he 
decided to evacuate the city of Anandpur Sahib. The Mughal 
army entered and plundered the city, and Guru Sahib's 
personal property too. 

The Sikh soldiers were very upset and unhappy, and 
asked Guru Sahib's permission to attack the Mughal army at 
night. They fell upon the Mughal army while they were 
celebrating their victory. The Turks were taken by surprise, 
and hundreds of them got killed by the Sikhs, led by Guru 
Gobind Singh Sahib's son, Ajit Singh. 

Emperor Aurangzeb was furious to hear about the 
defeat of his army, and asked for an explanation. He was told 
how they were taken unawares. He asked one of the soldiers 
to describe the personality of Guru Sahib. The soldier described 
Guru Sahib in glowing terms, and told the Emperor that he 
was a living saint, a father to his soldiers and an expert in the 
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art of warfare. Aurangzeb was stunned to hear such a 
description of Guru Gobind Singhji. He was so angry that he 
dismissed the soldier, but could never forget the glowing 
tributes paid to Guru Sahib by his own man. 

How Much Do You Remember? 

I. Answer the following questions : 

1. The hill chiefs sent a representation to Emperor 
Aurangzeb. Why ? 

2. How did Saiyed Khan know a lot about Guru Gobind 
Singhji? 

3. Who were the two Muslim Generals who fought in the 
forefront columns of Guru Sahib's army ? 

4. Why did the Muslims fight for Guru Sahib ? 

5. Why was the Mughal army General Saiyed Khan 
surprised ? 

6. What did Guru Sahib ask him to do ? 

7. What did Saiyed Khan do ? 

8. Who took command of the Mughal forces after Saiyed 
Khan decided to retire ? 

9. What was the outcome of the battle ? 

II. Something to do 

Some Muslims fought for Guru Gobind Singh ji as they 
believed they were fighting against evil. Discuss. 
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7. AURANGZEB INVITES GURU SAHIB 



The news regarding Salyed Khan becoming the disciple of 
Guru Gobind Singh ji, and retiring from the active service 
voluntarily, and later, Ramzan Khan's defeat due to the 
surprise attack by the Sikhs at night, had infuriated the 
Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb to a great extent. He decided to 
put an end to Guru Sahib's activities and his life, by sending 
a large army. Another petition from the hill chiefs to Aurangzeb 
to curb the growing popularity and power of the Guru, served 
as fuel to the fire . But the court Qazi was a diplomatic person, 
and advised Aurangzeb not to take a hasty decision, but 
instead send an invitation to Guru Gobind Singh ji, inviting 
him to come to Delhi. 

The Emperor accepted the advice of the Qazi, and 
wrote to Guru Sahib tjiat both of them believed in one God, 
and expressed his desire to meet him and talk to him. He 
assured him that he would be treated with honour as a holy 
man in his court. A messenger was despatched, with the 
royal invitation, to Anandpur Sahib. 

Guru Gdbind Singh ji received the invitation. He 
knew too much about the cruel and the crafty King, to be 
taken in by his sweet words. He knew how his father, Guru 
Tegh Bahadur Sahib, and his three companions, had been 
treated by him. Guru Sahib felt that it would be foolish to 
place his life in the hands of the Emperor. He wrote back to 
Aurangzeb saying that, God had sent him and the Emperor 
to do justice in this world, but he had forgotten to do so. Guru 
Sahib pointed out, that by being cruel and unjust to the non- 
Muslims, he was violating God's command. He further wrote, 
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that what the Emperor was doing, did not behove a believer 
of God, therefore, he would not like to meet him. 

The refusal of Guru Sahib to present himself in the 
Emperor's court, enraged Aurangzeb. He immediately ordered 
the Governors of Lahore, Sarhind and Delhi to give marching 
orders to the troops under them. The Governor of Delhi did 
not send his troops, as he felt that they were needed to protect 
Delhi, while the Governors of Sarhind and Lahore sent all the 
available troops to Anandpur Sahib. The two armies met at 
Ropar. The armies of twenty two hill chiefs, and the local 
Ranghars and Gujjars also joined the Mughal army. Guru 
Gobind Singh ji was faced with overwhelming odds but he 
remained calm. His faith in God, and his fearless and loyal 
Sikhs, who were prepared to lay down their lives for his 
cause, could not be shaken. 

The battle began and raged for a long time. The two 
Governors were shocked to witness the way their soldiers, 
the hill men and others were dying in the battle. Both the 
sides suffered heavy losses, but none was prepared to give up 
the struggle. . he Mughal army had their instructions to carry 
the battle to the finish. Days turned into weeks and weeks 
into months. Thousands of Sikhs and Mughals sacrificed 
their lives. There was misery and destruction all around. 

One of the devoted Sikhs of Guru Sahib, named Bhai 
Kanaihya of Sodra. in the district of Gujiawala. (now in 
Pakistan), was filled with compassion and pity for the dying 
and the suffering soldiers. After the fighting was over for the 
day, lie would go to the battlefield, and provide water and help 
to the wounded soldiers without any distinction of a Sikh or 
a Turk. Some of the soldiers of Guru Sahib did not like the 
uf his serving the soldiers of the enemy. They complained 
to G uru Sahib, that Bhai Kanaihya was helping the Turks to 
and recover, to fight with them the next day. 
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Guru Gobind Singh ji sent a messenger to call 
Kanaihya. Bhai Kanaihya appeared before him. Guru Sahib 
asked his explanation for helping and serving the Turks. 
Bhai Kanaihya denied the allegation, by saying that he never 
provided any help or service to the enemy, but only helped 
and gave water to the dying soldiers, whether they were Sikhs 
or Turks, as per the teachings of the Guru, that, "if you clothe 
the naked, or feed the hungry, or help the suffering, you do 
it for the Lord above, because all human beings are His 
children." 

Guru Gobind Singh ji was very pleased to hear the 
explanation of Bhai Kanaihya and told him that he was a true 
Sikh, who made no distinction between his own and the 
enemy. Guru Sahib said that when someone is wounded. 
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helpless or runs away from the battlefield, he is no more the 
enemy butjust afellow human being who deserved sympathy, 
care and love. Guru Sahib gave a pot of ointment to Bhai 
Kanaihya. and told him that beside providing water, to put 
the ointment and dress the wounds of the soldiers. 

The Mughals felt that they may not be able to win the 
battle in an open warfare, but instead should try to lay siege 
to the city and the fort of Anandpur Sahib. They started 
planning to do so, and ultimately succeeded in confining 
Guru Sahib and his soldiers, inside the city and the fort of 
Anandpur Sahib. 

How Much Do You remember? 

I. Answer the following questions : 

1. Why did Aurangzeb invite Guru Gobind Singh ji to 
Delhi ? 

2. Why didn't Guru Sahib accept the invitation of Emperor 
Aurangzeb ? 

3. How did Aurangzeb react to Guru Sahib's refusal to 
accept his invitation ? 

4. Describe the battle of Ropar in your own words. 

5. What was the role played by Bhai Kanaihya during 
the battle of Ropar ? 

6. Why did the Sikh soldiers complain to Guru Sahib 
about, Bhai Kanaihya? 

7. What explanation did Bhai Kanaihya give to Guru 
Sahib? 

8. What did Guru Sahib tell Bhai Kanaihya to do ? 

II. Something to do 

Do you find a similarity in the characters of Bhai 
Kanaihya with Mother Teresa? Discuss. Collect material 
on the missionary work done by them. 
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8. THE SIEGE AND THE EVACUATION 
OF ANANDPUR SAHIB 

The Mughal army was able to push back the Sikhs slowly and 
steadily, into the city of Anandpur Sahib, and then into the 
fort. They succeeded in doing so, mainly due to the pressure 
of their large numbers of troops. After the siege, they cut off 
the supply lines to the fort. The effect of the siege began to be 
felt inside the fort. The Sikhs showed tremendous amount of 
fortitude in the beginning but, slowly hunger, slow death of 
horses and elephants sapped their morale. The situation 
inside the fort deteriorated with the passage of each day. 
There was dismay and gloom amongst the inmates of the fort, 
and a deep sense of futility and uselessness, as the Sikhs felt 
unable to do anything. Some of the Sikhs would leave the fort 
under the cover of darkness at night, and attack the enemy 
camp and procure some provisions, but such supplies were 
not enough. 

A few of the Sikhs approached Guru Gobind Singh ji, 
and requested him to leave the fort, but he rejected the 
proposal completely. There was unrest amongst the soldiers 
inside the fort, and some of them even thought of deserting 
the Guru. When the news reached the enemy's camp, they 
decided to make good use of the situation to end the war. Two 
messengers were sent, a brahmin from the side of the hill 
chiefs, and a sayyed representing the Muslim army. The two 
messengers swore on the cow and Quran respectively, and 
promised Guru Sahib, that if he evacuated the fort and left, 
he would not be pursued or harmed, and he could even 
return after sometime. But Guru Gobind Singh ji shot down 
the proposal, saying that the hill chiefs had broken their 
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promises many times, and he did not trust the Mughal 
Governors who represented Emperor Aurangzeb, who had a 
worse track record than anyone else. The Guru refused to put 
his trust, or believe in anyone of them. 

Some of the soldiers approached Guru Sahib's mother, 
and asked her to influence the Guru to accept the proposal 
of the hill chiefs and the Mughals. When'Mata Gujri ji put 
forward the request of the soldiers to Guru Sahib, he told her 
that he could not rely on the false promises of his enemies. 
When she still insisted, he told her that he would prove the 
soundness of his judgement, by demonstrating to her the 
true intentions of the enemy. 

Guru Gobind Singh ji told the messengers, that he 
would evacuate the fort only on the condition, that he would 
remove some of his personal belongings, before he left the 
fort. He sent away the messengers to get the consent of their 
seniors. 

Under t}ie instructions of the Guru, old clothes, 
shoes and all the garbage in the fort was collected and packed 
into sacks, and then the sacks were covered with colourful 
sheets and shawls. Soon after the messengers returned with 
the consent of their seniors, the Guru asked his loyal Sikhs 
to load the carts with the sacks, and had burning torches put 
on them, so that they could be seen clearly at night from a 
distance. At dead of the night the bullock carts left the fort, 
but as soon as they reached the besiegers' camp.the Mughals 
fell upon them to plunder the Guru's belongings. When they 
discovered the contents of the sacks, they felt ashamed that 
they had broken their sacred promises. 

The siege of Anandpur Sahib by the Mughals 
continued. The state of affairs inside the fort went from bad 
to worse, with the passage of time. Guru Gobind Singh ji had 
proved his point . but it did not help to alleviate the misery 
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and the suffering of those besieged. Then arrived a letter in 
Aurangzeb's own hand writing, asking Guru Sahib to vacate 
the fort and visit Delhi, but if he did not want to do that, he 
could go anywhere. The Emperor swore by the Quran, and 
assured him, that he would not be harmed or pursued. The 
letter was delivered by the Qazi, who conveyed the sworn 
assurances from the hill chiefs too. 

After some time, Mata Gujri decided to leave the fort 
with her daughters-in-law and grandsons. At last Guru 
Sahib agreed to the wishes of his mother and decided to leave 
Anandpur Sahib fort. He, along with his family and the 
remaining Sikhs, left on a cold December night. Soon after 
their departure, it began to rain. 

The Mughals leamt about the departure of the Guru 
and his family along with his Sikhs. They forgot all about 
their promises and oaths, and fell upon the Guru's party near 
river Sarsa. The river was flooded due to winter rains, and it 
was difficult to cross. The Turks fell upon the Sikhs, and a 
fierce battle took place in the rain and darkness. Many Sikhs 
were killed, some of them got drowned trying to cross, while 
the others succeeded in crossing the flooded river. A lot of 
Guru Sahib's property and precious manuscripts were lost 
while crossing the river. In the confusion. Guru Sahib's 
mother and two younger sons got separated from the main 
party. Guru Sahib and a few of his Sikhs went towards Ropar. 
His two wives. Mata Sundri and Mata Sahib Kaur, stayed 
back in Ropar with the family of a trusted Sikh, while the 
Guru headed towards Ropar accompanied by forty Sikhs, his 
two elder sons, Ajit Singh and Jujhar Singh, and the five 
'Pyaras*. 

How Much Do You Remember? 

I. Answer the following questions : 

1 What was the effect of the siege on the inmates of 
Anandpur Sahib fort ? 



38 



2. What move was made by the Mughals when the news 
of unrest inside the Anandpur Sahib fort reached 
their camp ? 

3. Why did some of the Sikhs approach Guru Sahib's 
mother ? 

4. How did Guru Gobind Singh ji prove the soundness 
of his judgement ? 

5. What were the contents of the letter sent to Guru 
Sahib by Emperor Aurangzeb ? 

6. Guru Sahib ultimately agreed to evacuate Anandpur 
Sahib fort. Why ? 

7. What happened when Guru Sahib, his family and his 
soldiers reached the banks of river Sarsa ? 

Fill in the blanks : 

1 . After the siege, the Mughals cut off the to 

the fort. 

2. Some of the soldiers even decided to Guru 

Sahib. 

3. The two messengers sent by the Mughals swore on 
the and the respectively. 

4. After sometime Mata Gujri decided to leave the fort 
with her daughters-in-law and . 

5. The Mughals forgot all about uVir and 

and fell upon the Guru's party. 
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9. AT CHAMKAUR SAHIB 



Guru Gobind Singh ji had decided to proceed to Ropar, but 
on the way, he was informed that the armies of the two 
Governors, of Ropar and Sarhind were pursuing him. Guru 
Sahib realized that he had only forty Sikhs with him, besides 
his two elder sons, against two formidable armies. He decided 
to change his destination, and headed towards Chamkaur 
Sahib. On reaching there, he occupied a 'Haveli' (house) 
situated at a higher level, commanding a good view of the 
surrounding area from its upper storey. It almost served the 
purpose of a fort. 

But it was not long, when the Mughals got the scent 
of the direction, towards which Guru Sahib had proceeded. 
By nightfall they surrounded the village, and the next day, 
attacked the Haveli. They received a volley of bullets and 
arrows from the top storey, where Guru Sahib, his two sons, 
and five Sikhs had posted themselves. Many Mughal soldiers 
lost their lives while approaching the 'Haveli'. Nevertheless, 
due to sheer numbers, they tried to force open the gate of the 
Haveli. But a few of Guru Sahib's Sikh soldiers resisted with 
all their strength. 

The Sikhs urged Guru Sahib to escape, so that he 
could continue his mission. They strongly felt that if Guru 
Sahib was saved, he would be able to raise the 'Khalsa' army 
again, by collecting the scattered Sikhs, or recruiting new 
ones. Guru Sahib refused, and called it an act of cowardice 
to run away from a formidable enemy. 

Guru Sahib's eldest son, Ajit Singh, who was only 
eighteen years old. asked for the permission of his father to 
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go down and check the advancing Mughal troops, and to lay 
down his life for the righteous cause. Guru Sahib blessed, 
hugged and kissed his son for the last time and allowed him 
to face death. He watched him fighting bravely, till he was 
overpowered and killed. Guru Sahib thanked the Lord above 
that his son had proved worthy of His cause. 

After the martyrdom of Aj it Singh, his younger brother 
Jujhar Singh, who was only fourteen, approached his father 
with a similar request, to be allowed to face the enemy. Guru 
Sahib felt that he was too young to be pushed into the jaws 
of death, but it seemed that it was the will of God, demanding 
the supreme sacrifice of his sons. The Guru made his son sit 
on his lap, hugged, kissed and bade him good bye. He asked 
him to go and join his elder brother and his grandfather in 
heaven, and await his arrival. Guru Sahib gave Jujhar Singh 
a sword and a shield, and sent him to face the hardy, well 
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trained, cruel Mughal soldiers. Jujhar Singh fought like a 
young tiger along with the five Sikhs sent with him by Guru 
Sahib, till he was overpowered and killed. Guru Sahib again 
thanked the Lord that his second son had passed the test and 
proved worthy of His cause. 

By nightfall. Guru Sahib was left with only five Sikhs. 
They counselled him to escape but Guru Sahib refused 
again. Then they told Guru Sahib that he had himself 
bestowed upon them, as Khalsa, the authority of the Guru, 
by saying, that "the Guru is the Khalsa and Khalsa the Guru . " 
They told Guru Sahib that they assume the authority vested 
in them as 'Guru Khalsa', and command him to leave. Guru 
Gobind Singh ji had no other recourse except to accept their 
verdict. Then the five Sikhs bowed before him and told him 
that they hoped that he would excuse them for assuming the 
role of the 'Guru Khalsa.' 

Guru Sahib slipped from the 'Haveli' at midnight. It 
was a dark and cloudy night with occasional flashes of 
lightening. He was accompanied by three Sikhs, and two- 
were left behind to guard the 'Haveli' as long as they could, 
as per the decision of the 'Guru Khalsa'. As they left the 
'Haveli', one of the Sikhs pointed to the dead body of Guru 
Sahib's elder son, seen in a flash of lightening. Guru Sahib 
blessed his martyred son and prayed for him. Then he saw the 
body of his younger son and blessed him, too. One of his 
Sikhs said that he had a white sheet, with which he could 
cover their bodies, by dividing it into two halves. Guru Sahib 
replied that he was welcome to do so if he could cover the 
bodies of all his Sikhs strewn around. The Sikh kept quiet 
and followed Guru Sahib. It was a cloudy night but still a few 
stars were visible. Guru Sahib pointed to one of the stars, and 
told his companions to follow it. 

In the darkness of the night, Guru Sahib got separated 
from his companions. He was travelling through an area with 
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thorny bushes. His clothes got torn and his feet developed 
blisters. Guru Sahib reached a village, named Kheri, by 
dawn. Two Gujjars recognized him and raised an alarm. He 
had to kill them, because the Mughal army was pursuing 
him. 

He could only travel at night. In the day time, he 
would eat the tender leaves of the thorny bushes. Travelling 
through the Machhiwara forest, he lay down to rest and put 
a broken earthem pot under his head. His companions too, 
ultimately reached the same spot by following the star at 
night. They found Guru Sahib sleeping beside the thorny 
bushes with bleeding feet. They informed him that the 
Mughal army was following them. Guru Sahib could hardly 
walk. They carried him to a garden on the edge of the-forest, 
and Guru Sahib had a bath, with the water drawn by his 
Sikhs from the well, after many days. He felt much better after 
the bath. Guru Sahib and his three companions sat down to 
decide the course of action as well as their next destination. 

How Much Do You Remember? 

Answer the following questions : 

1 . Why did Guru Sahib decide to head towards Chamkaur 
Sahib? 

2. Who all were with Guru Sahib when he left for Chamkaur 
Sahib? 

3. Describe the martyrdom of the two elder Sahibzadas of 
Guru Gobind Singh ji. 

4. How did the five Sikhs ultimately prevail upon Guru 
Sahib to leave the 'Haveli* ? 

5. Describe the scene witnessed by Guru Sahib and his 
three Sikhs outside the 'Haveli*. 

6. Describe thejoumey ofGuru Sahib after he left Chamkaur 
Sahib. 
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10. THE GURU DISGUISES AS A PIR 



Aurangzeb's forces were looking for Guru Gobind Singh ji all 
over, but whenever they reached a spot where Guru Sahib 
had been, they discovered to their dismay that he had already 
left and given them a slip. Under the strict orders of the 
Emperor, no one was to render any help or give shelter to him. 
But despite such orders, many Sikhs and Muslim devotees 
helped him, and saw to it that he did not fall in the hands of 
the Mughal forces, which were pursuing him. 

The garden where Guru Sahib had rested and bathed, 
belonged to Gulabo Masand, a resident of Machhiwara. As 
soon as he heard about Guru Sahib's presence in the garden, 
he rushed to him and requested him and his companions to 
give him the chance to serve them. He lodged them in the 
upper storey of his house, but soon they learnt that the 
Mughal forces were in hot pursuit. Guru Sahib decided to 
leave Gulabo's house as soon as possible, as he did not want 
his hosts to suffer on his account. 

While Guru Sahib was staying at Gulabo Masand's 
house, a lady named Gurdevi, who had lovingly woven a 
sheet for Guru Sahib, presented it to him. He got the sheet 
dyed in blue colour, and had it made into a robe, worn usually 
by Muslim Pirs' or 'Hajis.' In the same village lived two 
Muslim brothers, namely Ghani Khan and Nabi Khan, who 
had been in the service of Guru Sahib for sometime. They also 
heard about the dangerous situation Guru Sahib was in. 
with the Mughal forces pursuing him. They decided to help 
him. Guru Sahib wore the blue robe, and thus disguised as 
a Pir*. he was put in a litter carried by Ghani Khan and Nabi 
Khan in the front, and the two of Guru Sahib's Sikhs at the 
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back. Whoever questioned about the occupant of the litter, 
was told that it was 'Uch ka Pir,' who was in direct communion 
with 'Allah*. 

They travelled quite a distance in this manner, but 
one day a commander of the detachment of the Mughal army 
got suspicious, and was not satisfied by the answers of the 
litter bearers. He ultimately decided to call Qazi Pir 
Mohammed, who had taught Persian to Guru Sahib, for 
identification. The Qazi told the commander, that he should 
not stop such a saintly person who was in communion with 
'Allah*, and allow him to proceed unharassed.The commander 
apologized and allowed the litter to pass. 

Thus without any further problems. Guru Sahib 
reached Hehar, a village in Ludhiana district, and met 
Mahant Kirpal Das of Udasi sect, who had fought for him in 
the battle of Bhangani. He was keen to serve Guru Sahib, but 
was afraid of the Imperial wrath. Guru Sahib could read his 
mind and proceeded to Jatpura. There he. met a rich and 
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important Muslim, namely Rai Kalha, who was the Chaudhary 
of Jagraon and Raikot. He was a great admirer of Guru 
Gobind Singh ji and his cause. He was not afraid of the 
Imperial orders, and offered his services, help, and hospitality 
to Guru Sahib. Guru Sahib stayed with Chaudhary Rai Kalha 
for many days. 

One day Guru Sahib asked Rai Kalha, to send a 
messenger to Sarhind, to find out about his mother and two 
younger sons. The messenger returned after a few days, with 
the horrifying story about the fate of the two Sahibzadas. He 
informed Guru Sahib, that his mother and his two sons had 
taken refuge with a Brahmin, who betrayed them and 
handed them over to Wazir Khan, the Nawab of Sarhind. The 
children were presented before the Nawab, who asked them 
to accept Islam or face death. Faced with such a situation, 
both Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh, aged nine and seven 
respectively, decided to sacrifice their lives like their 
grandfather, Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib. The Nawab was 
surprised by the courage and bravery of the two children at 
such a tender age. He decided to put them to death, rather 
than, allow them to grow up and follow the example of their 
father to destroy the Mughal empire. 

The two younger sons of Guru Gobind Singh ji were 
bricked into a wall, where they suffocated to death. They 
attained martyrdom in the year 1705. The people of Sarhind 
were shocked at the tyranny of the Mughal rulers. 

Guru Gobind Singh ji heard about the death of his 
two younger sons and felt sad, but remained calm. He blessed 
them, prayed for them and felt proud of them, that even at 
such tender ages they had not shown any weakness . It is said 
that when his wife asked him later where her sons were, he 
pointed towards the Sikh gathering and said, "Over the heads 
of these sons, I have sacrificed four. What does it matter if four 
are killed, when thousands of them are still alive?" 
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After Jatpura. Guru Sahib went to Dina, where he 
was served and looked aftei by three brothers, named Shamira, 
Lakhmira and Takt Mai. The Nawab of Sarhind learnt about 
it, and ordered Shamira to arrest and hand over Guru Sahib 
to him, but Shamira refused to do so. Guru Sahib left Dina 
and moved to a place called Jaito. Again Guru Sahib came 
to know that the Nawab of Sarhind was arriving at Jaito in a 
few days, alongwith a force of five thousand men. He decided 
to move to Khidrana, and planned to face the Mughal army 
near the lake. 



How Much Do You Remember? 

I. Answer the following questions : 

1 . To whom did the garden belong, where Guru. Sahib 
had rested and bathed ? 

2. Gurdevi presented to Guru Sahib a sheet woven by 
her. What did Guru Sahib do with it ? 

3. Who helped him to escape disguised as a Pir ? 

4 . What happened when the commander of a detachment 
of Mughal forces got suspicious ? 

5. Who received Guru Sahib and offered his services and 
hospitality at Jatpura ? 

6. Write the story of the martyrdom of the two younger 
Sahibzadas, as related to Guru Sahib by the messenger 
after his visit to Sarhind. 



II. Something to do: 

Draw the route that Guru Gobind Singh ji followed, from 
Anandpur Sahib to Jatpura, on an outline map of Northern 
India. 
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11. THE FORTY MUKTAS 



The blood of the martyrs feeds the ground, 
So that in truth and glory it may abound." 

Guru Sahib was not getting enough time at any place, to 
gather his scattered saint soldiers, and organize them into a 
force. Despite having no Sikh troops, except a few followers, 
he had decided to face the Nawab of Sarhind, Wazir Khan, and 
his army at Khidrana, near the lake. 

We are aware of the fact, that some of the Guru 
Sahib's Sikh soldiers could not bear the miserable condition 
during the siege of Anandpur Sahib, and had deserted him. 
Many of them got killed on the way, others reached the safety 
of their homes. Forty of these deserters belonged to an area 
named Majha in Punjab. When they reached their homes, 
their wives were so ashamed of their act of deserting the 
Guru, that they told them either to go back, or dress like 
womenfolk and do the household jobs, while they would wear 
the arms and go and fight for Guru Sahib. 

The forty, fully armed and trained, soldiers repented, 
and could not take the sarcastic remarks of their wives. They 
decided to go back in search of the Guru, and to assist him 
in his hour of need. Mai Bhago of Jhabal also joined them. 
Mai Bhago and Mahan Singh led the unit. They had to be very 
careful, not to be caught on the way, therefore they travelled 
in small groups, and followed the routes which were mostly 
used by the pedestrians. Most of the time they would travel 
at night. Many Sikhs on the way joined them. 

The party ultimately reached Khidrana, and found 
that Guru Sahib had crossed the lake and gone to the other 
side. They also came to know that the army of Wazir Khan, 
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the Nawab of Sarhind, was reaching Khidrana shortly. Bhal 
Mohan Singh proposed to engage the Mughal army of Wazir 
Khan so that Guru Sahib would get time to reach some safe 
place. Everyone accepted his plan of action. To deceive the 
enemy, they decided to spread white sheets on the bushes 
and shrubs, which looked like many tents, giving the 
impression that a large army of Sikhs had encamped there. 

The Mughal army arrived soon, and a furious battle 
took place at Muktsar. The Sikhs fought with courage, not 
caring for their lives. Mai Bhago fought in the forefront. Guru 
Sahib had reached a sand hill on the other side of the lake, 
and directed his arrows towards the Mughals, killing many 
of them on the spot. The Mughal army suffered heavy losses 
and could not advance further. At last the stock of ammunition 
and arrows of the Sikhs finished, and they had to engage the 
Turk soldiers with their swords and spears. They kept on 
fighting till they were all overpowered and killed. They were 
not fighting for victory, but to reclaim their lost self respect, 
in the eyes of the Guru. They only wanted to check the 
Mughal army, as long as they could, and to be pardoned by 
the Guru . The Mughal army finding them all vanquished and 
killed, left to go back. 

After the departure of the Mughal army, Guru Sahib 
came to the battlefield. With love and compassion in his 
heart, he lifted the heads of the martyrs, one by one, and 
blessed them. When Guru Sahib turned the body of Mahan 
Singh, he found there was still life in him. After sometime he 
opened his eyes and found his head in the lap of the Guru. 
He was overjoyed, and when Guru Sahib asked him for his 
last wish, he replied that what could be better than to die in 
the lap of the Guru. He asked for pardon for himself, and his 
companions from Majha, for their earlier desertion. 

Guru Sahib was highly pleased with the last wish of 
Mahan Singh, and told him that he and his companions had 
done him proud. Guru Sahib blessed and prayed for salvation 
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for all of t^em, and said that thev would be known as the forty 
Muktas, »dved ones. Mahan Singu ppy to near the 

words full of love and compassion from the Guru, and 
peacefully breathed his last. 

Later Guru Sahib found Mai Bhago lying unconscious. 
She had minor injuries, but had lost her consciousness due 
to sheer exhaustion. Guru Sahib had her removed to a safer 
spot. And as soon as her wounds healed, she was well once 
again. She was baptized by Guru Sahib, and became Mai 
Bhag Kaur. She remained with Guru Sahib till the end. 
and went to Bider, after Guru Sahib left the mortal world. 

How Much Do You Remember? 

1 . Fill in the blanks in the following paragraph : 

Guru Gobind Singh ji was not getting enough time to 

gather his forces. Forty of Guru Sahib's soldiers 

had him at the time of the siege of Anandpur 

Sahib. They belonged to . Their wives were 

ashamed of them and sent them back to serve the Guru. 

They were led by Singh and . They 

reached Khidrana and found that Guru Sahib had crossed 
over to the other side of the lake. They decided to face the 
Mughal army, so that Guru Sahib would get time to reach 

a place. The Mughal army arrived and a 

battle tookplace. Due to shortage of ammunition 

they were all Guru Sahib visited the battlefield 

after the return of the and found that Mahan 

Singh still had life. Mahan Singh asked Guru Sahib to 

him and his companions. Guru Sahib was very 

pleased with the last of Mahan Singh and told 

him they would be known as . 

II. Something to do 

Discuss in the class, the wonderful qualities of Guru 
Sahib's character which made him a leader. 
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12. THE LAST JOURNEY 



Guru Gobind Singh |1 moved to Wajidpur, near Ferozepur, 
after the bloody battle of Muktsar, near the lake of Khidrana. 
He camped there for sometime and tried to contact and 
collect as many Sikh soldiers as he could. But the threat of 
the Mughal army overtaking him, made him leave Wajidpur. 
He went to Lakhi jungle and spent quite a few days there. 

Through the word of mouth, many Sikhs came to 
know about Guru Sahib's presence in Lakhi jungle, and 
visited him. Guru Sahib held congregations of Sikhs in the 
morning and evening every day. He made many Sikhs take 
Amrit (nectar) and made them Singhs (lions). It has been 
recorded that it was in Lakhi jungle that a Muslim became a 
Sikh for the first time. He was a Muslim fakir named Ibrahim, 
who was baptized by Guru Sahib, and named Ajmer Singh. 

After spending sometime in Lakhi jungle. Guru Sahib 
proceeded to Talwandi Sabo, now called Damdama Sahib, 
the sacred resting place. He stayed at Talwandi Sabo for more 
than nine months, with an important Sikh named Dalla. 
Guru Sahib's two wives. Mata Sundri ji and Mata Sahib Kaur 
joined him there. During his long stay, he gave the final shape 
to Granth Sahib. He^dso tried to compile his own literary 
works. He spent so much time doing the literary work, that 
Talwandi Sabo acquired the name of Guru's Kashi, a great 
seat of learning. 

Guru Sahib proceeded to Deccan after his long stay 
with Dalla, at Talwandi Sabo. On his way to Deccan, he was 
informed about the death of Emperor Aurangzeb at 
Ahmednagar. Immediately after the death of Aurangzeb, the 
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war of succession started between his sons. Bahadur Shah, 
who was the eldest amongst his brothers, requested Guru 
Sahib to help him to become the Emperor. Guru Sahib sent 
his selected Sikh soldiers to help him in his struggle to claim 
the throne. He also issued a Hukumnama to the leading 
Sikhs in the north of India, to render full support to Bahadur 
Shah. 

Bahadur Shah won the war of succession and became 
the Emperor of the Mughal empire. He requested Guru Sahib 
to meet him at Agra, and received him with great respect on 
his arrival. Bahadur Shah presented costly gifts to Guru 
Sahib and asked him to accompany him to Deccan. Guru 
Sahib agreed to do so, but wherever the King's party stopped, 
he would separate from the party and address the people and 
tell about the tenets of Sikh religion. 

After sometime, Guru Sahib parted company from the 
Emperor, and went towards Nander. Guru Sahib went to an 
'Ashram' (resting place), on the banks of river Godavari, 
owned by a Bairagi named Madho Das, a yogi who had 
attained certain occult powers. When he met Guru Sahib, he 
was so impressed with his personality and his mission, that 
he told him that he was his slave, 'banda*. from then onwards. 

Guru Sahib acquainted him with the tenets of 
Sikhism, and baptized him. He was named Gurbaksh Singh, 
but he continued to be called Banda, and was later known 
in history as Banda Singh Bahadur or Banda Bairagi. 
Guru Gobind Singh ji appointed him as the commander of 
the Khalsa forces. Banda Bahadur was given letters 
addressed to the leading Sikhs in Punjab, asking them to 
give him all the help to fight the oppressive Mughal forces, 
so that he could fulfil the mission of Guru Sahib. 

Meanwhile the news of Guru Sahib's friendship with 
Emperor Bahadur Shah reached Wazir Khan. Nawab of 
Sarhind. He came to know that Guru Sahib was received 
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respectfully, and was honoured with expensive gifts by the 
Emperor, and was asked to accompany him to Deccan. Wazlr 
Khan was worried that, sooner or later, Guru Sahib would 
complain against him to Emperor Bahadur Shah for 
murdering his two young sons. He was afraid that the 
Emperor would punish him for the sheer cruelty towards two 
small children. He therefore planned and plotted to kill Guru 
Sahib. He hired two young Pathans for the purpose of 
murdering Guru Sahib. The name of one of them was Gul 
Khan, who was the grandson of Palnde Khan. Palnde Khan, 
and his family after him, bore a great grudge against the Sikh 
Guru, since the days of Guru Hargobind Sahib when their 
grandfather, Painde Khan, was expelled by the Guru from 
his court and service. Both the Pathans followed Guru 
Gobind Singh ji to Nander. They became familiar with his 
personal attendants, and would often attend the prayer 
gatherings. 

One day after the evening prayers, Guru Sahib lay 
down to rest. His attendant was dozing too. One of the 
Pathans thought it to be the right time to perform the ghastly 
act. He drew his sword and struck Guru Sahib on the side. 
But before he could deliver another blow, Guru Sahib struck 
him amortal blow, and then called for his Sikhs for assistance . 
His companion tried to escape, but was killed by the Sikhs. 

Guru Sahib's wound was attended by the best of 
Hakims. The wound was sewn up, and it healed up in a few 
days. But one day, while Guru Sahib was trying to bend a stiff 
bow, the wound burst open and started bleeding profusely. 
Guru Gobind Singh ji felt that the end of his mortal life was 
very near. He asked his Sikhs to assemble. He opened Granth 
Sahib, placed a five paise coin and a coconut before it, and 
bowed. He announced that there would be no more mortal 
Gurus after him. Guru Granth Sahib would guide the Sikhs 
to salvation after him. He loudly chanted, "Wane Guru ji ka 
tfhalsa. Wane Guru ji ki Fateh." 
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He bathed, readJapji Sahib and lay down on his bier 
and left this world on October 7th J 708 at the age of forty two 
only. The lineage of the Sikh Gurus thus ended, after the last 
and the tenth Guru. Guru Granth Sahib is regarded as the 
ever present Guru since then. 

How Much Do You Remember? 

I. Answer the following questions : 

1 . Write a paragraph on Guru Sahib's stay in Lakhi 
jungle. 

2. Guru Sahib stayed for a long time at Talwandi Sabo. 
Why is it called Guru's Kashi ? 

3. Who approached Guru Sahib for help after 
Aurangzeb's death, and how was his behaviour 
towards Guru Sahib? 

4. Whom did Guru Sahib meet on the banks of river 
Godavari ? 

5. What happened when Guru Sahib met Madho Das ? 

6. Why was Wazir Khan worried ? 

7. Who was Gul Khan and why did he want to assassinate 
Guru Sahib ? 

8. What was the last act of Guru Gobind Singh ji ? 

n. Something to do 

Read about the heroes of Indian history, who either 
sacrificed their lives or spent them fighting against 
injustice and oppression. 
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13. THE CONTRIBUTION OF 
GURU GOBIND SINGH JI 

Guru Gobind Singh ji possessed one of the richest 
personalities witnessed in the history of mankind. He was a 
seasoned soldier, a great commander, a nation builder, afar 
sighted statesman, a literary scholar and a compassionate 
and loving person. 

The most important contribution of Guru Gobind 
Singhji, to the Sikh religion, was the creation of the institution 
of the Khalsa. He rejected the age old c«iste ridden Hindu 
society, and with one stroke of baptization (partaking of 
Amrit) he raised the lowest to the highest and the noblest. He 
made the Khalsa wear the five K's, which provided a uniform, 
as well as gave them a distinct identity. They could no more 
indulge in acts of cowardice as they would be recognized by 
their fellow beings, as well as by the others. Guru Sahib saw 
to it that the cowardice shown by the Sikhs at the time of the 
martyrdom of his father, Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib, by not 
daring to come forward to claim his body, would never be 
repeated. The external symbols would not only have the 
binding effect, but also provide distinctness and pride. By the 
addition of .Singh (lion) after the names of the Sikhs, he 
infused the spirit of courage, bravery and fearlessness amongst 
them. From sparrows, he made them into hawks, and then 
equated them with himself by saying, "Khalsa mero roop hai" 
or "Guru is Khalsa and Khalsa is Guru." Thus he provided a 
spiritual home to the homeless, and the down - trodden, and 
restored to them their self - respect and dignity. 

Guru Gobind Singhji was a great nation builder. He 
felt that Hindus had become too timid, and accepted inj ustice 
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without raising their voice against it. They attributed 
everything to their bad luck orfate. Guru Sahib wanted to get 
rid of the cruel, unjust and tyrannical foreign rulers from his 
country. Hence he resolved to release the society from the age 
old shackles of caste system, and re-organize it on the basis 
of common aspiration and common beliefs, so that the people 
were knit together like a close family which, in turn, would 
lead to unification and consolidation of the entire nation. 
Many times he invited the hill chiefs to join him, in the 
common cause of throwing off and defeating the foreign 
rulers, who were unjust. They did not respond. On his own, 
he built up an army of brave saint soldiers who could guard 
the freedom of the country, and fight the tyranny of the 
Mughal rulers. Thus he was the prophet of patriotism and 
nationalism. 

Guru Gobind Singh ji was a seasoned soldier. His 
father, Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib, visualized the future, and 
had trained his son from childhood in the martial arts. 
Through his own example of bravery and fearlessness. Guru 
Gobind Singh ji could inspire others. Besides being a great 
soldier, he was an excellent commander. He could motivate 
and encourage his soldiers to lay down their lives for his 
cause. He felt that he was born to conquer, and he infused the 
same spirit amongst his troops. He could fire the imagination 
of persons like Mahant Kirpal (Udasi sadhu) and Lai Chand 
(a halwai) to j ump into the battlefield for the first time without 
any martial training, with a clear conviction that they would 
be able to perform the feats of bravery, and claim victory 
because they had been blessed by the Guru. 

Guru Gobind Singhji never attacked. All the fourteen 
battles he fought, were thrust upon him. He won as many as 
eleven, but he did not plunder or occupy an inch of the 
enemy's land or carry a single captive. He wrote to Aurangzeb, 
"When all means fail, it is lawful to resort to the sword." But 
once he took to the sword, he raised it to the heights of God 
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himself, performing the act of destruction. Then he became 
an embodiment of courage and confidence, and his soldiers 
were saturated with the same belief. 

Guru Gobind Singh ji was basically a saint, and 
believed in fatherhood of God, and brotherhood of man. The 
supreme sacrifice of his father and sons, bear testimony to 
the fact that he fought for the righteous- cause, and with 
complete detachment from his kith and kin. For him, all 
humanity belonged to one caste or creed. Like Guru Nanak, 
he always called himself as 'His' servant. He has clearly 
mentioned, that those who would call him God, would fall 
into the pit of hell. (Je humko permesher uchre, te sabh nark 
kund me pane; Mo ku das tawan kajano.) Because according 
to Sikhism, God is one, who is formless and unborn. Jn his 
own words, he was sent to the world by 'Him' for a mission. 
He daily prayed and meditated on 'His' name. 

As a person, Guru Sahib was full of love and 
compassion. He treated all the Sikhs as his own children. 
After the battle of Chamkaur Sahib, when one of the Sikhs 
wanted to cover the bodies of two of his elder sons. Guru 
Sahib asked him to do so, if he could do the same for all the 
other Sikhs too. When the Sikh soldiers complained to him 
about Bhai Kanaihya serving the wounded enemy soldiers. 
Guru Sahib gave him a pot of ointment to dress up their 
wounds without any distinction whether they were Sikhs or 
Mughals. and called him a true Sikh. He never pursued the 
retreating enemy soldiers, or harmed any civilian. He had 
prescribed a very high moral code for his saint soldiers, and 
saw to it that they abided by it. 

Besides being all this, Guru Gobind Singh ji was a 
highly literary person. His court at Anandpur Sahib became 
a literary centre. He employed fifty two poets to translate the 
stories of Mahabharata and Ramayana into Hindi, so that 
ordinary people could read them. He wanted to revive the 
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spirit of resistance to injustice and tyranny, amongst the 
people, so that they could be inspired by the past glory. Guru 
Gobind Singhji's contribution to literature was tremendous, 
but it was unfortunate that most of it was lost, while crossing 
river Sarsa after his retreat from Anandpur Sahib. Guru 
Sahib was a great poet and a scholar, and inspite of his 
involvement in the battles with the Mughals, and the hill 
chiefs, he found time to write agreat many works. To mention 
a few, his Jaap, Akal Ustati, Chandi Charitir, Vara, Vachitra 
Natak, Ram and Krishan Avtar and other twenty four Avtars. 
They are enshrined in Dasam Granth, which also contains 
the writings of many of the poets at his court. His poetry has 
the stamp of the soldier on it. It vibrates like a war drum. It 
is filled with his complete and unflinching faith, in 
righteousness and God. He is absolutely sure of overthrowing 
the tyranny, falsehood and cruelty of the rulers. It stirred 
something deep down in the hearts of men, which inspired 
them to sacrifice their all, without a question. Guru Gobind 
Singh ji's poetry is dominated by two themes, the steel of 
which weapons are made and which in the shape of a sword, 
works miracles in this world, by stamping out evil; and God, 
the formless one, the omnipresent and omnipotent. 

Thus Guru Gobind Singh j i combined in his character 
and personality, the qualities of a saint, a soldier, a poet, a 
leader of his people, a revolutionary, a commander and 
basically a kind hearted, loving and a compassionate human 
being. He sacrificed his family, so that people may lead free 
and honourable lives. There is no doubt that his personality 
is too rich for words and defies description. 

How Much Do You Remember? 

1 . Write a composition about the greatness of Guru Gobind 
Singh Sahib. 

2. Mention a few works of literature by Guru Gobind 
Singh Sahib. 
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14. THE SIKH ETHICAL AND 
MORAL CODE 

After the creation of 'Khalsa'. Guru Gobind Singh ji 
prescribed a moral code for them. The Sikhs no longer 
belonged to any caste. They were asked to add 'Singh* 
(lion) at the end of their names (after taking 'Ami-it'), thus 
raising the lowest to the highest and the noblest. He gave 
them a uniform consisting of five 'Kakkas', i.e. five K's, 
taken collectively, which would bind them together in 
brotherhood. The outward symbols would also serve the 
purpose of an outfit, which would infuse the spirit of 
oneness. 

The significance of the five K's is as follows : 

1. Kesha (uncut hair) : The uncut hair represent 
the complete natural person, as made by God. The hair is 
cut because of vanity or fashion. Contrarily it would show 
non-attachment to the worldy norms. God created us so 
why cut the hair? 

2. Kangha (comb) : The comb was meant to keep 
the hair tidy, a sign of orderliness. 

3. Kachcha (short drawers) : The loose 'dhoti' was 
the common dress of the people. The short drawers meant 
a more active person, and also signified self-control and 
continence. 

4. Kirpan (a sword) : It was a symbol of freedom 
from oppression, but meant to be used for self-defence or 
to defend the weak. 

5: Kara (iron bangle) : It signified a strong 
unbreakable link to the religion and to the Khalsa. 
Spiritually it meant continuity of life, without beginning, 
without end, awamesses of immortality and of timelessness. 
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OTHER EDICTS 



1. Institution of free kitchen (langar), as started by 
Guru Nanak Dev ji, was to continue in all Sikh shrines. 

2. Every Sikh was to donate one tenth of his honest 
earnings (daswand), towards the common needs as 
prescribed by the earlier Gurus. 

3. Sikhs .were to believe in one God. who was 
formless and unborn, and all human beings were his 
children. 

4. Guru Granth Sahib was to be considered as the 
embodiment of all the Gurus after Guru Gobind Singh. 
All were to seek guidance from it. 

5. A householder could reach God through prayer 
and meditation. Asceticism and torturing of the flesh as 
means to self-realization were decried. All the Sikhs were 
expected to pray daily and meditate on the name of God. 

DON'TS 

The Sikhs were not allowed : 

1. to cut their hair, 

2. to eat meat, where animal is killed in a slow manner, 

3. to smoke or eat tobacco or drink liquor 

4. to commit adultery or live immorally. Every other 
woman, except the wife, was to be regarded as a daughter, 
sister or mother. 

How Much Do Tou Remember? 

I, Answer the following questions : 

1. Describe the significance of the five K's? 

2. List few edicts of Sikhism. 
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15. THE AFTERMATH 



Background 

The tradition of giving up life for the sake of the freedom to 
follow one's own religion, was started by Guru Arjan Dev ji. 
He was martyred after five days of extreme tortures on the 
orders of the Mughal Emperor Jehangir in May 1606. He was 
the first Sikh martyr. 

This was ioilowed by the martyrdom of three devout 
followers of Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib— Bhai Mati Das, 
Bhai Sati Das and Bhai Dial Das. Guru Teg Bahadur was 
given the option to accept Islam or perform a miracle. He 
refused to do either. Consequently he was beheaded in 
Delhi at Chandni Chowk on November 11th. 1675. Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji's two older sons, Ajit Singh and Jujhar 
Singh, died fighting bravely in the battle of Chamkaur, 
while younger sons Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh, were 
* bricked alive by the Nawab of Sarhind, Wazir Khan. Guru 
Gobind Singh ji died soon after he was treacherously 
stabbed by two Pathan brothers on October 7th 1708. 

Sometime before his death. Guru Gobind Singh ji met 
a yogi called Bairagi (named Lachman Das but later adopted 
the name of Madho Das), who used to practice magic. Guru 
Gobind Singh ji visited his Ashram* (Dera) in the last week 
of September, 1708. The yo. f i tried his magic tricks on Guru 
Sahib, but they did not work. He fell on his feet and said, that 
he was his 'banda' (slave) He was baptized as a Sikh by Guru 
Sahib, and given the name Banda Singh Bahadur. He was 
instructed by Guru Sahib about the Sikh tenets, and was 
acquainted with the history of the Sikhs. He was told about 
' t he martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev Ji, Guru Tegh Bahadur 

^ 63 



V 




Sahib alongwith his three followers, and of the four 
Sahibzadas. 

On hearing about the cruel behaviour of the 
Mughals, and the suffering endured by the Sikhs and their 
Gurus, Ban da Singh yearned to be in the battlefield. Guru 
Gobind Singh ji granted his wish, and sent him to Punjab 
as his commander, with Hukumnamas (orders) to the 
prominent Sikhs to help him in his endeavour to avenge 
the wrongs done by the Mughals. But before Banda Singh 
Bahadur left, he was asked to observe the following orders: 
a) to maintain celibacy, b) to remain truthful, c) to serve the 
Khalsa, d) not to start a new sect, e) not to display pride, 
and f) never to harm the innocent, poor or the needy. He 
was asked to obey these commandments, and was assured 
victory by Guru Sahib. 

On arrival of Banda Bahadur in Punjab, the response 
to Guru Sahib's order was tremendous. The Sikhs of Punjab 
were too eager to fight and die for the Guru's cause. He soon 
gathered a huge army, and marched towards Sarhind. More 
and more Siklis joined him. After killing Wazir Khan, the 
murderer of Guru Gobind Singh ji's two little children at 
Baner, he marched to Sarhind on May 10th, 1710. For three 
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days, there were dreadful scenes of killing and looting. The 
Sikhs then ravaged the neighbouring important places such 
as Sumana, Ghurin, Thaska, Shahabad. KanjpuraandKapuri. 

Banda Singh Bahadur then marched towards 
Sadhaura, where Usman Khan, the Nawab of Sadhaura, had 
been committing unprecedented atrocities on Hindu 
population. Usman Khan was defeated. The Hindu people 
called him as their saviour. Banda Singh Bahadur continued 
his conquests, and soon became the uncrowned king of 
Punjab. He established his headquarters at Mukhlispur, in 
a fort, named Lohgarh by him. 

Emperor Bahadur Shah heard about the successes of 
Banda Bahadur, and sent an- army to Mukhlispur. The 
Mughal forces encamped near Sadhaura. The Sikhs fell upon 
them and the Mughal army suffered heavy losses. But the 
enforcement arrived soon, and they laid siege to the fort. Food 
became scarce and the Sikhs became desperate. One night 
Banda Singh Bahadur rushed out of the fort and disappeared 
in the hills of Nahan. 

Soon after the escape, he contacted the prominent 
Sikhs and raised an army again. He then took the hill chiefs 
to task and they soon submitted to him. For sometime he 
remained in the hills. Occasionally he would come down to 
the plains. He conquered some places like Kalaunaur and 
Batala. 

Drunk with victory and revenge, he forgot about the 
commandments of Guru Gobind Singh. He fell in love with a 
girl at Amritsar and married her. He and his followers had 
committed a lot of atrocities on the innocent people during 
the plundering after the conquests. He ignored the advice of 
Mata Sundri and of the Khalsa to stop war. Soon he began to 
lose respect with the Sikhs, and latera division came between 
the Khalsa and Bandais. 
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In the meantime, Bahadur Shah issued orders to 
all the Governors to kill the Sikhs wnerever they were 
found. The orders were strictly enforced, and thousands of 
Sikhs were slaughtered. 

The Mughal armies pursued Banda Singh Bahadur 
with vengeance. He was defeated, for the first time, on 
10th November at Aminabad. He took refuge in Lohagarh 
fort, and when that fell, he escaped dressed like a 'sanyasi'. 

Meanwhile Bahadur Shah died and in 1712 
Farukhseyer became the Emperor. There was utter 
jHirtfusion in Delhi. Banda Bahadur again took to raiding 
sand burning towns. He had to confront the Mughal army 
which made him retreat to Gurdas Nangal. The Mughal 
army laid siege to the village. Banda and his soldiers faced 
starvation for eight months. Ultimately they had to 
surrender in the year 1715. 

Banda Singh Bahadur was chained, and put in a 
cage and taken to Lahore along with his followers. There 
they were paraded on the streets and later despatched to 
Delhi. For miles, the route was lined with mocking crowds 
of Muslims. On reaching Delhi, Banda Singh was 
humiliated, and kept alive for three months. A batch of 
one hundred Sikhs was put to death every day. Each batch 
was asked to accept Islam or die. Not a single Sikh, young 
or old, bought his freedom at the cost of the faith. Banda 
Bahadur was directed to cut the throat of his own little 
son, Ajay Singh but when he refused to do so, the child 
was cut into two and his heart thrust in the mouth. He 
himself was torn to pieces with red hot iron pincers on 
June 9th 1716. 

Condition of the Sikhs from 1716 to 1726 

Farukhseyer, the Emperor of India, and Abdu 
Samad, the Governor of Lahore decided to wipe out the 
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Sikhs completely. Monetary reward was given to those who 
would capture a Sikh, or put him to death, or inform the 
government. Abdu Samad was asked to carry out the orders 
in Punjab. Under such measures of persecution, the Sikhs 
took to the hills. After the death of Farukhseyer in 1719. 
the Mughal rulers slackened, and started catching only 
those who had helped Banda Bahadur. The Sikhs now 
started coming out of their hiding places, and would visit 
Amritsar Temple on Baisakhi or Diwali. 

Condition of the Sikhs from 1726 to 1745 

Zakariya* Khan became the Governor of Punjab in 
1726. He too started persecuting the Sikhs. He organised 
parties of soldiers, to hunt them from their hide-outs and kill 
them. A price was fixed for their head severed from the body. 
As a result, the Sikhs had to live in the jungles, and survive 
on roots or dry wheat bread. Inspite of the hardships, their 
courage never failed. In fact, several young men joined their 
ranks, because they had been inspired by their courage. They 
would often come out, loot the government treasury and 
retreat. 

Zakariya Khan raised the 'Haidri flag* for Jehad 
against them and called upon the Muslim population to 
crush the Sikhs. But he failed to eliminate them. He decided 
to use diplomacy, and sent an envoy to offer 'Jagirs* to the 
Sikhs. The Sikhs who were power hungry, accepted his offer. 
Kapoor Singh was nominated by the Sarbat Khalsa and he 
got the title of a 'Nawab'. But this solution did not work either 
with the Sikhs, or the Nawab. 

Zakariya Khan once again resorted to the old practice 
of killing the Sikhs. He sent batches of one thousand soldiers 
on horses, to hunt and capture the Sikhs. Payment and 
reward was promised for each head, brought by a soldier or 
a civilian. Once more the Sikhs had to flee to the safety of the 
jungles or the deserts. 
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Invasion by Nadir Shah in 1739 

■ 

Nadir Shah invaded India and defeated Zakariya 
Khan, the Governor of Lahore. A huge sum of money was paid 
to him to avoid the massacre of Lahore. The Emperor of Delhi, 
Mohammed Shah, proved to be no match for Nadir Shah. He 
begged for mercy, and paid twenty five crores of -rupees, the 
peacock throne and the Kohinoor diamond, as the price for 
his safety. Nadir Shah left Delhi with immense wealth. On his 
way back, he was troubled by the Sikhs who captured a large 
part of his booty. Nadir Shah was very upset, and wanted to 
know who those people were. Zakariya Khan told him that 
they were fakirs, who lived on the backs of their horses, and 
came out of jungles to take a dip in the holy tank at Amritsar 
at night. Nadir Shah told the Governor to be careful, and 
remarked that they would occupy his country soon. 

Important Martyrdoms of the Period 

Bhai Mani Singh was incharge of the Amritsar temple, 
and took permission from Zakariya Khan on the payment of 
Rs. 10,000, for holding fair on Diwali. Bhai Mani Singh wrote 
to the Sikhs about the fair. There was tremendous response, 
but the forces of Zakariya Khan did not allow the Sikhs to 
enter the city, and fell upon them. The Governor demanded 
the payment, but Bhai Mani Singh was unable to pay 
because there were no offerings. He was arrested, taken to 
Lahore, and offered to accept Islam or death. Bhai Mani Singh 
gladly accepted the latter. He was put to death by being cut 
up, limb by limb. 

Bhai Bota Singh and his companion were provoked by 
a few Muslims, who called them jackals while they were 
hiding behind the bushes. He and his companion, came out 
of their hiding place and started collecting toll on the Grand 
Trunk near Nudri, of one anna for a carriage and one paisa 
for each laden donkey. When the matter was reported to the 
local authorities, a regiment was sent to teach them a lesson. 
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The two Sikhs died after putting up a brave fight. (It was the 
year 1739.) 

Mehtab Singh and Sukha Singh: Zakariya Khan 
appointed MassaRanghar as Kotwal of Amritsar. To defile the 
temple, he began having dance parties by the prostitutes 
inside the temple premises. This raised a wave of resentment 
among the Sikhs. Mehtab Singh and Sukha Singh, dressed 
as revenue collectors, entered the temple. As Massa Ranghar 
bent to receive the money, Mehtab Singh severed off his head 
with his sword. Both of them escaped brandishing their 
swords, but were traced later. They were arrested and taken 
to Lahore and were mercilessly killed. It was the year 1740. 

Haqiqat Rai was a young boy of seventeen years. He 
developed a liking for the Sikh faith. His Muslim teacher in 
the school passed a disrespectful remark about the Sikh 
Gurus. Haqiqat Rai got upset and retaliated by passing a 
disparaging remark about the Prophet of Islam. The boy was 
arrested, brutally beaten and executed near Lahore on the 
scaffold. 

Bhai Taru Singh : He was a Jat farmer, and lived 
peacefully in a small village. He used to help the Sikhs, who 
would visit him at dead of night, by providing them food. A 
Khatri of the village reported the matter to the authorities and 
told them about his giving food and shelter to the Sikhs. He 
was arrested and executed. (It was the year 1743) 

Soon after the execution of Taru Singh, Zakariya 
Khan died and Yahiya Khan was appointed as the (governor 
of Lahore in 1745. He selected Lakhpat Rai, a fanatic Hindu, 
as his Diwan. Both of them together launched an all out 
campaign against the Sikhs, who were surrounded and 
pushed towards a marshy area from where they were unable 
to escape. About 7000 Sikhs were killed and 3000 taken as 
prisoners and later beheaded in Lahore. This is called the 



69 



First Holocaust (Chota Ghalughara) which took place on 
June 1st, 1746. 

Inspite of all the atrocities, the Mughals were unable 
to wipe out the Sikhs. Instead, the hardships made them 
stronger and braver. It was around this time that the Sikhs 
began to organise themselves in small bands (Jathas) for the 
safety of their person and property. 

A triangular fight for Lahore took place in 1748, 
among the Governor of Lahore Mannu Ahmed, Shah Durani 
(Abdali) the Afghan invader and the Sikhs. 

The Sikhs challenged him, but Durani invaded Punjab. 
The Sikhs took advantage of the situation, and occupied 
Amritsar. They were also able to plunder Du rani's possessions 
when he was retreating. 

After the retreat of Durani (Abdali), Mannu Ahmed 
again ordered that they should be pushed out of every town 
and village. Price was again put on their heads. They were 
being hunted and hounded by the Muslim soldiers. Mannu 
failed in his mission and died in 1753. 

In the next five years. Governorship of Lahore changed 
ten times. Durani and Delhi claimed supremacy over Lahore. 
Weak government in Delhi led to the break up of the Mughal 
empire. 

Durani invaded India for the fourth time in November 
1756. While going back, he was attacked by the Sikhs. 
He came back to Lahore and sent a large force to teach the 
Sikhs a lesson. The Sikh temple was razed to the ground, 
and the sacred tank filled with refuse. The Sikhs were very 
angry and attacked under the leadership of Baba Deep 
Singh from Malwa. A fierce battle took place. The Sikhs, 
under the leadership of Baba Deep Singh, kept fighting 
bravely. Near Ramsar. Baba Deep Singh received a 



70 



mortal wound on his head. He had prayed before the battle, 
that he should fall a martyr inside Darbar Sahib. He held his 
head with his left hand while hitting with the right hand. He 
reached the premises of Sri Darbar Sahib and fell there to 
become a martyr. 

After the third battle of Panipat, Durani recognized 
Shah Alam as the Emperor of Delhi, and the Peshwa as the 
ruler of Deccan. He considered Punjab as part of his own 
empire. The Sikhs met in Amritsar in October 1761 and 
decided to attack Lahore under the leadership of Jassa Singh 
Alluwalia. They won and captured Lahore. 

When Durani heard about it, he attacked Punjab the 
sixth time in 1762. The Sikhs collected near Malerkotla. 
Durani proceeded to Malerkotla. About thirty thousand 
Sikhs were camping there. They were taken by surprise. The 
Sikhs started fighting and moving. Durani wanted a pitched 
battle, but the Sikhs kept moving. Their aim was to reach 
Barnala, but before they could do so. their ranks gave way 
and a massacre took place. 

At least ten thousand Sikhs were killed by February 
5th, 1762. This is called the Big Holocaust (Wada 
Ghalughara). In all, about twenty thousand Sikhs, women 
and children perished. After that Durani remained in 
Lahore for quite some time. 

But all these massacres did not deter the Sikhs. Soon 
after Durani left Lahore, they conquered Sarhind and started 
repairing the temple (Darbar Sahib). Durani sent quite a few 
expeditions, which were pushed back unceremoniously by 
the Sikhs. 

The Sikhs again rose and took control of Punjab 
under the leadership of Jassa Singh Alluwalia. They conquered 
Lahore in 1764. Durani invaded India the 8th time, and tried 
to destroy the Sikhs, but failed miserably. Punjab took the 
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shape of a confederacy under different misals, till the 
appearance of Maharaja Ranj it Singh on the horizon. He was 
able to unite all the misals and establish a strong Sikh state. 



How Much Do You Remember? 

I. Answer the following questions : 

1 . Name and write about the Sikh martyrs before the 
death of Guru Gobind Singh ji. 

2. Who was Madho Das? 

3. What were the instructions given to Banda Singh 
Bahadur before he left for Punjab by Guru Gobind 
Singh ji? 

4. Write about the battles fought by Banda Singh 
Bahadur after reaching Punjab. 

5. Describe thejoumey and execution of Banda Bahadur 
after he was captured by the Mughal army. 

6. What was the condition of Sikhs between 1716 to 
1726? 

7. Describe the invasion of India by Nadir Shah and the 
part played by the Sikhs. 

8. Write a short note on the important Sikh martyrs. 

9. Describe in your own words the first holocaust (Chota 
Ghalughara). 

10. When did the bigger holocaust (Wada Ghalughara) 
take place? Describe it. 

n. Something to do 

Make a scrap book with the photographs of all the 
famous Gurdwaras in India and write a few lines about 
the importance of each of them. 
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16. Bani From 'Akal Ustat' 

(Guru Gobind Singh Ji) 



God is in the water, God is in the dry land, 
God is in the heart, God is in the forest, 
God is in the mountain, God is in the cave, 
God is in the earth, God is in the heaven, 

fcF U^tl @ZF UUtl fo-ft 7J$\ W U^tl 

>H^tr zrati Miu u^ti »^ zrati »f^f u^ti 

God is here, God is there, 

God is in space, God is in time, 

God is invisible, God is without a garb, 

God is without sin, God is without enmity. 

wb" zrati »rto u#i »f^" zrati »fi^ u^Ti 

U^tl >HH^ Zratl H§tT U^tl »f3^ u^i 

God is deathless, God is uncherished, 

God is impenetrable, God is invulnerable, 

God is not moved by charms or spells; 

God has His own light. He cannot be moved by 

incantation. 

zrati »to u^ti >h^h u3ti »^raK zrati 
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God is without caste, God is without lineage, 
God is without friends, God is without mother, 
God feels no physical or mental suffering, 
God is without doubt, God has no karma, 

»f# UUll >tf# U^tl »ft^ utftl »fffe" UUTl 
»ftf3' UUTl UuTl UUll cjdt I 

God is invincible, God is fearless, 
God is impenetrable, God is insrutable 
God is indivisible, God is indissoluble, 
God cannot be punished, God is radiant, 
Guru Gobind Singh ji goes on and on singing the 
Lord's praises in Akal Ustat' 

Guru Gobind Singh Ji writes about his own 

incarnation 

W »fU?ft W WSI 3U hto to Ml Ktu 
UK U tTZFI HUH Afar Hfe U 3UHH 

Hunfrpr feu tsth ^ru^i w w m 

3U UK Mte 3UfW Hd'd'tt-cf'WoC >H^U\ 1 5 

feu feftr Hufrw ^gn ij h ^ot fu ^ ^rqi 
b 7 ? htej ku »f^y wcri gu Mr ftjt mw 7^13 

fen ^ ^gt una" ceti b# gu) nfe ^ uu?^ xfui 

trf§" fe§" Usf UK of KK^TCTI feH 3TU 3 feu ~&fe U^CTIM 
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h wis?? 3ftr ten w i{w ^rat crt wi 
h <j iran o[ tnrn ^yfc »ra Trarar skwi 

UK "fecT oTtT ^3 K UdH U3" dldtJfe US^I 

fRF 3U 1 " fe^l ^H? ^ffe UoTfo U^cTI 

^1" cTtT W UK rTc^HI HK5" HcSK 

Tfe Qy'dcSI OT? cf K?5" fife 1 83 

And now I shall tell you my own story — How God 
brought me into this world while I was performing 
penance. There is a mountain called Hemkunt, 
where seven peaks can be seen. They are known 
as Sapt-Shring, where the Pandawas practiced 
yoga. I too performed very great austerities and 
contemplated on the Great time and Kalika (The 
spirit of Kalyuga). So deep was my penance that 
I became one with the Lord. My parents too had 
worshipped the indescribable. They practiced 
various forms of yogic effort. The supreme, Guru 
was pleased with their devotion to 'Him'. The Lord 
then commnaded me to take birth in this Kaliyug. 
I had no desire to incarnate again, for I was 
completely lost in meditating upon His holy 
feet. The supreme god reasoned with me and 
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made me understand the purpose. Thus saying 
he sent me into this world: 

I have cherished you as My son and assigned 
you the task of spreading My religion. Put the 
people here and there upon the path of 
righteousness and prevent them from indulging 
in senseless acts. 

On this account God sent me and I took birth in 
this world. 

I am the servant of the Supreme being and have 
come to see the cosmic play. Whatever the Divine 
told me, I am passing it on and shall not desist 
from telling for fear of mortals. 

This is the mission for which I have come to this 
world: for the establishment of 'dharma' 
(righteousness): spread dharma everywhere. 
Sieze and destroy the evil and the sinful, said 
the Lord. Understand this, O holy men, in your 
minds that I have taken birth for this purpose. 
To lift-up the saintly and to extend reign of 
'Dharma' and to uproot and destroy all tyrants. 

•^Learn and recite the above verses. 



76 



2009-12 



